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AMENDMENTS tO THE CLAIMS 

This listiag of claims will replace all privr versions and listings of claims in flie 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (preriously presented): An image processing apparatus comprising: 

an inter image calculating means for performing inter image calculations to derive 
differences bet^veen- two images of a single subjea to obtain a difference image that represents 
the differences between the two images, wherein: 

j^rocess confirmation data representing M^iether an image has undergone image 
processes is atUiched to each of the two images, md image processing condition data 
representing imiage processing conditions are furrier attached to the images which have 
undergone image processes; the image processing apparatus ftulber comprising: 

{1 jui^ent means forjudging vrtiether the two images have imdergone image 
processes, based on the process confirmation data attached to each of the two images; and 

a correction means for correcting an image which has been judged to have 
undergone image processes, to correct the image to a state equivalent to its original state prior to 
the image processesi, based on the image processiiig condition data attached thereto; wherein: 

ilie inter image calculation means performs the inter image calculation employing 
the corrected image, for the Image which has been judged to have undergone image processes. 

2. (original): An image processing apparatus as defined in claim 1 , wherein: 

liie i^nage processes include a gradation process. 
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3. (onginal): An image processing app£im1ais as defined in claim 1, wherein: 

the image processes include a frequency process, 

4. (oriiginal): An image processing apparatus as defined in claim 1, further comprising: 

a positional alignment means for liligning the positions of the two images so that 
structural components of the single subject substantially match; wherein 

the inter image calculation means performs the inter image calculation between 
the two images which have been positionally ahgined. 

5. (orijginal): An image processing appea-atus as defined in cJaim 2» further comprising: 

a positional alignment means for eJigning the positions of the two images so that 
structural comj^onents of the single subject substantially match; wherein 

the inter image calculation means perfomis the inter image calculation between 
the two inaagei whiich have been positionally alipied. 

6. (orijjuial): An image processing apparatus as defined in claim 3, further comprising: 

a positional alignment means for aligning the positions of the two images so that 
structural components of the single subject substantially match; wherein 

die inter image calculation means perfonns the inter image calculation between 
the two images which have been positionally aligned. 

7. (pre^dously presented): Aa image processing apparatus comprising: 
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an inter image calculating means Ibr performing inter image calculations to 
derive differences between two images of a single subject to obtain a difiference image that 
represents the dlifferences between the two images, \vdierein: 

process confirmation data lepresenting whether an image has undergone image 
processes is attached to each of the two images; the image processing apparatus further 
comprising: 

a judgment means forjudging whether the two images have undergone image 
processes, based onihe process confirmation data attached to each of the two images; and 

a correction means for correcting an image which has been judged to have 
undergone image pnocesses, to cause the image ta approximate its original state prior to the 
image processes, based on typical image processing conditions of image processes which have 
been administered to the image; wherein: 

die inter image calculation means performs the inter image calculation employing 
the coirected image, for the image which has beeia judged to have undergone image processes. 

i 

8. (original): An image processing apparatus as defined in claim 7, wherein: 

the image processes include a gradation process. 

9. (ori;gina]i): An image processing appaiatus as defined in claim 7, wherein: 

the image processes include a firequency process. 

10. (original): An image processing apparatus as defined in claim 7, further comprismg:. 
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a positional aiigmnent means for aligning the positions of the two images so that 
structural components of the single subject substantially match; wherein 

the inter image calculation means perfonns the int^ image calculation between 
the two images which have been positionally alijpied. 

1 1 . (oiiginal): An image processing apparatus as defined in claim 8, further comprising: 

a positional alignment means for iidigning the positions of the two images so that 
shiictural components of the single subject subsKantially match; wherein 

the inter image calculation means performs the inter image calculation between 
the two image:$ which have been positionally aligned. 

12. (original): An image processing app;3ratus as defined in claim 9, further comprising: 

a poisitional alignment means for aligning the positions of the two images so that 
structural componebts of the single subject substantially match; wherein 

the inter image calculation means performs the inter image calculation between 
the two images which have been positionally aligned. 

13. (pteviously presented): An image processing apparatus comprising: 

an inter image calculating means for performing inter image calculations to 
derive di fferences between two images of a single subject to obtain a difference image that 
represents the differences between the two images, wherein: 

prooess confiimation data represeiiitiDg whether an inoiage has undergone image 
processes is atiiached to each of the two images, and image processing condition data 
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representing image processing conditions are fiirtlier attached to the images which have 
undergone image processes; the image processing apparatus further comprising: 

a judgment means forjudging whether tiie two images have undergone image 
processes, based on the process confirmation data attached to each of the two images; and 

a corfection means for correcting tlxe difference image to be obtained by the inter 
image calculation m the case that at least one of the two images have undergone image 
processes, to obtaina difference image which would be obtained if the inter image calculation 
was performed employing the two images prior to the image processes, based on the image 
processing conditiofi data attached thereto. 

14. (original): An image processing ^paratus as defined in claim 13, wherein: 

the image processes include a gradiation process. 

15. (originaa): An image processing apparatus as defined in daim 13, further 



j comprising: 



a positional aUgnroent means for aligning the positions of the two images so that 
smictural components of the single subject subsbmtiaUy match; v^erein 

the inter image calculation means performs the inter image calculation between 
the two images which have been positionally aligtied. 

16. (original): An image processing ^paratus as defined m claim 14, further 
comprising: 
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a position^ alignment means for aligning the positions of the two images so that 
structural comj^onents of the single subject substantially match; wherein 

the inter image calculation means performs the inter image calculation between 
the two images: which have been positionaUy aligned. 

17. (ciarently amended): An image processing apparatus comprising: 

an inter image calculating means for performing inter image calculations to derive; 
differences belweeii two images of a single subject to obtain a difference image that represents 
the differences between the two images, wherein: 

process confirmation data representing whether an image has undergone image 
processes is atrached to each of the two image s, and imago prooeasing condition data 
r c pros o n t ing image proc e ssing condition fl- ore fuither attached to tho imag e o which have 
undergon e imag e prooopoea ; the image processing apparatus further comprising: 

a judgment means for judging whether the two images have undergone imiage 
processes, based on the process confirmation data attached to each of the two images; and 

a correction means for correcting the difference image to be obtained by the inter 
image calculation in the case that at least one of ihe two images are judged to have undergone 
image processes* to obtain a difference image approximating that which would be obtained if the 
inter image caiculajdon was performed employing the two images prior to the image processes, 
based on typical image processing conditions of the image processes administered to the at lea^t 
one of the two images. 

18. (original): An image processing apparatus as defined in claim 17, wherein: 
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the image processes include a gradation process. 

! 
! 

! 

19. (original): An image processing apparatus as defined in claim 17, further 
comprising: 

I 
\ 

a positional alignment means for aligning the positions of the two images so that 
structural components of the single subject substantially match; wherein 

the inter image calculation means performs the inter image calculation between 
the two images which have been positionally aligned. 

I 20. (original): An image processing appisratus as defined in claim 1 8, fiirther 

comprising: 

a positional alignment means for aligning the positions of the two images so that 
structural components of the single subject substimtially match; wherein 

the ilater image calculation means performs the inter image calculation between 
the two images: wMch have been positionally aligned. 

21 . (previously presented): An image processing apparatus as defined in claim 1, 
wherein the process confirmation data and image processing conditions are attached to each of 
the two images as parameters written into a header portion of each of the two images. 

22. (previously presented): A method for deriving the differences between two images 
of a single subj ect to obtain a difference image that represents the differences between the two 
images, wherein one or more processors implement the method comprising: 
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judging whether the two images haw undergone image processing, based on 
process confimMrtiori data attached to each of the two images; 

ooixecting an image which has been judged to have undergone image processing 
to correct the image ito a state equivalent to its original state prior to the image processing, based 
on image processing condition data attached thereto; and 

performing an inter image calculation employing the corrected image for the 
image which has been judged to have undergone image processmg; wherein 

the process confirmation data lepreserits whether an image has undergone image 
processing, and is attached to each of the two images, and the image processing condition data 
represents image processing conditions, and are further attached to the images vMch have 
undergone image ptocessing. 

23. (prsviotely presented): A method for deriving the differences between two images 

as defined in cl aim 22, wherein: 

the image processing include a gradation process. 

24. (previously presented): A method for deriving the differences between two images 
as defined in daim 22, wherein: 

the image processing include a frequency process. 

25. (ptwiously presented): A method for deriving the differences between two images 
as defined in claim 22, wherein the perfoimiiig inter image calculation comprises: 
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alignmg the positions of the two images so that structural components of the 

single subject substantially match; wherein 

the inter image calculation is performed between the two images which have been 

positionaUy alijpied. 
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